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What we knew in June 1974: 
 

1.  There was radio structure at the galactic center that 
was of an angular size <0.1 arc seconds that appeared 
to be a single compact source offset from the IR 
position. 

 
2.   The source spectrum was “inverted”—the source was 

stronger at higher frequencies. 
 

3.  The source was unresolved (no spatial structure on 
scales of ~0.”1. 

 
4.  The source brightness temperature was greater than 
107 K:  the source is non-thermal. 

 
5.  Position, but not the name, of Sgr A*. 

 
 
A Year Later…. 
 
5.  The source was variable on a timescale of hours; the 
variability occurred at the same times at both frequencies 
but was fractionally greater at the higher frequency. 
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